Glory  be  to  Godon  high.Pejcc  on  Earth,  Good  will  amongft  me,. 

AR  are  and  New 

discovery 

OF  *  " 

.  •  I  '  ,  -K 

A  foeedy  way,  and  eafie  means,  found  out  by  a 

vouna  Lady  in  England ,  (he  having  made  full  proofe 
Y  *  thereof  in  May ,  Anno  1*52. 

For  the  feeding  of  Silk-worms  in  the  W oods, 

on  the  Mulberry-Trce-leaves  in  Virginia  :  Who  after  fourty 
dayes  time  prefent  there  moft  rich  golden-coloured  filken  . 
Fleece,  to  the  inftant  wonderfull  enriching  of  all 
,  the  Planters  there,  requiring  from  them 

"neither coft,  labour,  or  hindrance  in  any 
o£  their  other  employments 
whatfoever. 

And  alfo  to  the  good  hopes  that  the  Indians, 

Seeing  and  Hnding  that  there  is  neither  Art,  Skill  or  Pains  in 
the  thing:  they  will  readily  fet  upon  it,  being  by  thebenefit 
thereof  inabled  to  buy  of  the  Englifh  (mway  of- 
Truck  for  their  Silk-bottomes)  all  thofe 
-  things  that  they  mofl  defire. 

So  that  not  only  their  Civilizing  will  follow, 

thereupon,  bat  by  the  infinite  mcrcieof  God,  their  Converfion 
to  the  Chriftian  Faith,  the  Glory  of  our  Nation,  which 

is  the  daily  humble  prayer 
OF 

Virginia  for  Virginia. 

y  ^  P  .  ri  jA  A  if  f  Am  J  f  .  >  •  Jr  J'  J 

With  two  Propofitions  tending  to  England’ sand  the 

Celomes  infinite  advantage. 


*.  D  *  /•  i.  rJvirn,!  At  Uk  in  T.fdden- hall  firp^r.  t6<  > 


To  the  Reader . 

Ingenuous  Render, 

IHiVC  m  mJ  !:eugaPe0f  Husbandry  bequeathed  fomething  unto  thee  concerning  Silk, 
worms  whtehhath  vvakened  many  tolearch  after  the  means  to  advance  thacLt  of 
Husbandry.  But  becaule  the  Letter  of  K.  lames  to  the  Lords  Lieutenants  ,,t  rl>! 
feverail  Shires  of  Expand,  for  the  increafing  of  Mulberry.  Ireet ,  and  the  breeding  J 
Silk-worms  tor  the  making  of  Silk  in  this  Nation  had  not  an  nexed  unco  them  in  dial 

5m' nd  e  ,nUh7f  Tff  tlm  PUrP°f«>  dingbat  few,  wholly  out  of 

print,  and  veiy  much  defired:  I  thought  good  upon  the  occafion  of  the  printinrof  this 
Letter  to  thofe  of  P>g«#M,topubIi(liicalfofor  the  beneficof  thofe  who  fhallbewil 
ling  to  employ  themfelves  in  this  way  of  induflry,  which  feeinetfe  to  be  bron  h  ° 

or  in  France  ,as  by  the  contents  of  this  adjoyned  Letter  (wherein  the  Exuerim>n,  7 

sr, <?  *•  &*%  rfsi.«o,«L 

Planccis  of  PtYgmit)  is  fee  forth  to  encourage  both  them  and  other*  m  C°  7?c 

work,  to  benefit  themfelves  and  the  Nation  thereby.  And  truly  the  r  U‘,on  th‘s' 

doth addteffe  this  Letter  tothePlantersof  the  Vi^nian  CoTonfe  "h° 

mended  for  his  affe&ion  co  the  publique  becaufe  hedorh  .  eh  to  be  com- 

worms  do  for  private  ends)  the  Advance  wh  "  C°"Ceal,Cas  fo™  M«ck- 

ousAttempts  or  Experiments  of  profit,  but  defires  the  benefit^  b  h  fin8uIjr  lnduftri- 
fee encreafed.  And  it  were  to  beUei,  Itt T  °f  *“ »  ’ 
comes  every  good  and  perfeftgift)  doth  immrt  Vnv  r*r~  a  ^  ?  (trom  whom 

duftry,  would  open  himfelfetowards his  Brethren,  L  this  Publick° hea^ 16  ,S“ret  f  Ia~ 
doth;  then  would  all  hands  be  feta  work  and  til  l  Gentleman 

to  ferre  himfelfe  and  his  Neighbours  in  Lovc,and  overcome  bmthen'ofr’'""11 ' 

which  tor  wane  of  employment  and  decay  of  Trade  dnrJi  l.vr  u  •  hen  of  povertic, 

Wi10^  ^urtJjens  be^eitherboro^^or  made  eafie,0!!1  all  thc'e^fts oi^Go^^  man^* 

ufe  of  for  the  end  for  which  he  doth  bellow  them,  namely  to  profi/Srlr^  “"?• 
others,  as  it  becommerh  the  Members  of  the  fame  Chrin;,  i  Wtl*‘‘  towards 
onall  Society;  for  the  fame  rule  hold  s  in  ah  S  vf  A  5  a"J  H?™ae> *"d Nati- 

what  it  is  to  be  a  good  Commonwealths- man  in  the  /tare’  as"wefl  a’^  as.  un^erftan<f 
mon of  Saints;  And  to  this  good  and  generous  inclinarinn  twk*  u  r  ?ylin  Conomu« 
more  abound  in  them  with  the  grace  of  God,  1  firall  leave  theeind  refl^  more  and 


Tby  mott  a(f md  and  faith  full  fervaw, 


\ 


Samuel  Hartlib, 


In  Hr  tiff  ions  for  the  increafe  and  f  Unting  of  Mulberry-trees. 

What  ground  is  fit  for  the  Mulberry-feeds,  hew  the  fame  is  to 
be  -vdereof  And  in  what  fort  the  feeds  are  to  be  fowed  therein. 

TTHc  ground  which  oughtto  be  appointed  for  this  purpofe,befides  the 
*  natural!  goodnefs  of  it,  mud  be  reafonably  well  dunged,  and  withall 
io  fuuated.as  that  the  heat  of  the  Sun  may  cheriftiit  ,  and  the  nipping 
blafls  of  either  the  North  winde  or  the  Eafl,may  not  annoy  itrthe  choice 
thereof  thus  made;  that  the  feeds  may  the  better  profper  ,  and  come  up 
after  they  be  town ,  you  fliall  dig  it  two  foot  deep.breaking  the  clods  as 
linall  as  may  be,  and  afterward  you  fliall  divide  the  fame  into  feverall 
Beds  of  not  above  five  foot  in  breadth ,  fo  that  you  fliall  not  need  to  in- 
danger  the  plants  by  treading  upon  them, when  either  yon  water  or  weed 
them.  i 

The  Mulberry  feeds  you  fliall  lay  in  water  for  the  fpace  of  21  houres,& 
after  that  you  fliall  diy  them  again  half  dry.or  fomwhat  more, that  when 
you  fowe  them  they  may  not  cleave  together ;  Thus  done,you  mufl  caft 
them  upon  the  forefaid  Beds,  not  altogether  fo  thick  as  you  ufeto  doo- 
ther  garden  Seeds  ,  and  then  cover  them  with  Tome  fine  earth  (paft 
through  a  Sive)  about  half  an  inch  thick  .  In  dry  weather  you  fliall  water 
them  every  two  dayesat  the  fartheft  ,  as  likewifethe  Plants  that  fliall 
come  of  them  ;  and  keep  them  as  clean  from  weeds  as  poffibly  you  can. 

The  time  in  which  you  ought  to  fowe  them  foryour  beft  advantage's 
either  in  March ,  April,  or  Mays when  frofls  are  either  altogether  paft;or 
at  the  leafl  not  fo  (harp,  or  of  fo  long  continuance  ,  as  to  indanger  their 

upfpring. 

There  is  yet  another  way  to  fowe  them,  and  that  is  as  tolloweth :  you. 
fliall  (being  direfted  by  a  ftrait  line)  make  certain  furrows  in  the  Beds  a- 
bove  mentioned  of  lomc  foure  fingers  deep, and  about  a  foot  indiftance 
the  one  from  the  other  :  After  this ,  you  fliall  open  the  earth  with  your 
hands,  on  either  fide  of  the  aforefaid  furrows,  fome  two  fingers  from  the 
bottom,  and  where  you  have  fo  opened  it,ftiall  you  fowe  your  leeds;and 
then  cover  them  half  a  finger  thick  with  the  earth  which  before  youope- 
aed. 


When  the  Plants  that  are  / prang  up  of  the  S eeds ,  are  to  he  rente- 
njcd,  and  how  they  an  to  be  planted  the  fir  ft  time. 

IN  the  moneths  of  September  ,  October,  November, December,  March or 
*  April  the  next  veer  after  the  Seeds  are  fown ,  you  may  remove  their 
plants  (or  in  the  moneth  of  January, if  it  be  not  in  frofty  weather)  &  et 
them  in  the  like  Beds  as  before,  &  about  one  foot  the  one  from  the  other, 
but  fird  you  mudeut  off  their  roots  about  eight  inches  in  length,  &  their 
tops  about  half  a  foot  above  their  roots,  more  or  lefts,  according  to  the 
ftrength  of  thefaid  plants,  for  the  weaker .  they  be  the  leffe  tops  you  mail 
leave  them.  In  this  fort  you  may  fuffer  them  to  remain'weeding  and  wa¬ 
tering  them  as  need  (hall. require)  till  they  be  grown  fix  foot  in  .ength  a- 
bove  their  roots,  whereunto  when  once  they  have  attained,  you  may  cut 
their  tops,  and  fuffer  them  to  fpread,  alwayes  having  a  care  to  cake  away 
the  many  branches  or  fuccours  ,  that  may  any  way  hinder  their  growth, 
untill  they  be  come  to  their  full  length  of  fix  foot,  as  aforelaidL 

when  and  hot*  the  Plants  are  to  be  removed  the  fecond  time,  and 
in  rvhat  manner  they  are  to  be  planted  where  they  jh all  remain. 

I N  the  moneths  aforefaid, (according  as  your  plants  are_  waxen  firong,) 
■“■you  may  remove  them  either  into  the  hedges  of  your  fields, or  into  any 
other  grounds.  If  in  hedges,  you  mud  fee  them  16  foot  che  one  from  the 
other, if  in  other  ground  .intending  to  make  aWood  of  them  i « toot  at  the 
lead.  But  a  moneth  before  you  do  remove  them, you  mud  make  toe  holes 
(whereinyou  purpofeto  fee  thereabout  four  foot  in  breadch.andio  deep;, 
as  that  their  roots  may  be  well  covered  ,  and  fome  ha'1  a  f°oC  0  °°  e 

earth  lefc  under  them, having  alwayes  a  fpecial  care  fo  to  place  them, that 
they  may  receive  the  benefit  of  the  Sun,and  not  to  be  diadowed  or  ove  - 
fpread  by  any  neighbouring  tree5*  -  ’  ; 

•  When ,  and  how  the  Eg?s  of  the  Silk-mrmes  arete  be  hatched. r 
and  how  to  order  the  Wormcs  thit  frail  come  of  them. 


W  Hen  the  leaves  of  Muibery-trees  begin  a  little  to  bud  form  ,  tak- 
V  V  the  eggs  of  your  Silk-worms ,  and  lay  them  m  a  piece  of^ay, 
fuch  like  duff,  and  inthe  day  time  carry  them  in  fome  warm  plac  ;  >  - 
you,  in  a  little  fafebox ,  but  in  the  night  either  lay  the®,n  ^;  co 
between  two  warm  pillows ,  untill  fuch  time  as  the  fi!  A  ./box 
come  forth  :  then  take  a  piece  of  paper  of  the  widenefs  ox  the  laid 


( 


•Od  having  cut  it  full  of  fmail  holes  lav  it  vvttUl*  aJt  ~ 

«nd  upon  that  again  fomefevv  MuIbeJy-lfcam to  whlfhtK  w***88*' 
they  are  hatched ,  will  continua  IN-  mm!  rl  r  ?  vvhlch.the  Worraes  as 

upon  them, you muftftjjl  remove'into  othSoxifTaSf ^7°™” 
vvel  on  thofe  that  are  removed  as  on  the  paper  vvherelhJ’J^  eaVcs  a? 
this  i3  diecourle  which  muft  be  dulv  kenr  anrl  kt  »  ^8Ssarc>  ind 

«  all  the  Wormes  be  come  for  h  „  ?S  £ 
warm,  asaforefaid  -  butnolona^Xla,  *  ""‘seeping  their  boxes 
begin  to  come  forth  out  of  whir  if  h  ay  ^0U  1  rrC  unc*^  Wormes 

once  they  have  pad  their  fccond  fir  kneff  ^  ^akc  thcrn»when 

m^^-saKSiSSas*-*~< 

sipspss SE 

p£SaS2S*&3&? 

-  r  y  hatching  by  themfelvcs  ,  that  you  mav  the  better  undprfl-anrl 
S3;*’™"  f'ck"^ « neepi„gS,whichyare  foie, a  ZXof 
ding.  The  firft  commonly  fome  twelve  dayes  after  thev  are  h*rrh<vt 
?nd  fro,  chat  time  at  the  ^  ofcmy  cjght  ™ 

whirh  §°°d  °if  111  Vfage»  dunng  which  of  every  ficknefle 

ch  lafteth  two  or  three  dayes,  you  muft  feed  them  but  verJ  little  as* 

nely  to  relieve  fuch  of  them,  as  (hall  have  part  their  fiokneffefcfore  the 

re  an  thofe  that  fhall  not  fall  into  their  ficknefle  fo  foon. 

c  he  whole  time  that  the  Worms  do  feed,is  about  nine  Weeks  where- 

JJ?  come  unto  their  firft  fickneffe,  give  them  young  Mulbery- 

fickne tfe  til*? dax bUt  feW at 3 timej frora  thence unti11  their feco"cl 
SSdnVd TSrp  y  in grcaterfloantity; and  fo  from  their fecon  !  to 
as  vl  n  fickne/rc  .  ; 'ncrcafing  the  quantity  of  the  leaves ,  according 
neifr  ^  P5rcc,vc; the  W^mes  to  grow  ,n  ftrength  ,  and  clear  of  fick¬ 
nefle  .  from  the  third  untill  their  fourth  fiocnefle ,  you  may  give 

have  fo ™ 5nthnc'. every  ,day’  and  thc  foLurth  b«ing  paft,  you  may  let  them 
have  fo  many  as  they  will  eat,  alwayes  having  a  care  that  you  give  them 

Zei,c  11  a *  “  r  ^  ard  »p°" » Tabic  0,  dothbrf™ 

!;mLb  1  upo"  tnem’ and  w,thal1 8achercd  fo  neere  as  may  be:at  fuch 

S  upon  them  hC  °f  W‘ndC  hath  cleared  thcm  of  the  dcw  t,,at  faU 


For 


For  the  feeding  of  Worms  you  need  obferve  no  other  order  then  this, 
Jay  the  Mulbery- leaves  upon  them, and  every  two  or  three  dayes  remove 
them ,  and  make  clean  their  boxes,  or  (helves ,  unlefle  in  times  of  their 
fickncfle,  for  then  they  are  not  to  be  touched :  the  leaves  which  you  take 
from  them  when  you  give  them  frefti  to  feed  upon,  you  muft  lay  infomc 
convenient  place,  and  upon  them  a  few  new  leaves,  to  which  the  Worms 
that  lay  hidden  in  the  old,  will  come ,  and  then  you  may  pa  fie  them  with 
the  laid  new  leaves  to  the  reft  of  the  Wormes :  And  now  left  any  thing 
ihould  be  omitted,  which  ferves  to  perfeft  the  difeovery  of  fo  excellent  a 
benefit,  I  will  advife  you  to  be  very  diligent  in  keeping  clean  their  Boxes, 
or  (helves,  as  being  a  fpeciall  means  whereby  to  preferve  them  therefore 
when  you  intend  to  do  it, you  (hal  remove  them  together  with  the  upper- 
moft  leaves  whereon  they  lie,  unto  other  boxes  or  (helves,  for  with  your 
hands  you  may  not  touch  them,  till  they  have  throughly  undergone  their 
third  (icknefle,  and  then  may  you  pafle  them  gently  with  clean  hands, 
without  doingthem  any  harm:  provided  that  the  party  that  commeth 
neer  them  fmcli  not  of  Garlick,  Onions,  or  the  like-  The  firft  five  weeks 
of  their  age  you  muft  be  very  carcfull  to  kee  p  them  warm ,  and  in  time  of 
rain  or  cold  weather,  to  fetin  the  room  where  they  remain,  a  pan  with 
coals  burning  in  it,  now  and  then  fome  Juniper,Benjarain,  and  fuch  like, 
that  yieldeth  fweet  fmcls.  But  afterwards  unlefle  in  time  of  extraordinary 
cold,  give  them  aire,&  take  heed  of  keeping  them  too  hoc.being  alwayes 
mindefull  to  (lore  the  room  with  herbs  and  flowers  which  are  delight- 
full  and  pleaftng  to  the  fmell.  As  the  wormes  increafe  in  bignefle,  you= 
(hall  difperfethem  abroad  upon  more  boards,  or  (helves,  and  not  differ 
them  to  lie  too  thick  together,  and  if  you  finde  any  of  them  broken,  or 
©f  a  yellow  gliftering  colour  inclining  to  (icknefle,  call  them  away,  left 
they  infeft  the  reft,  and  fort  fuch  as  arc  not  fick,  the  greateft  and  (bung¬ 
ed  by  themfelves,for  fo  the  lefler  will  profper  the  better. 

When  tend,  hew  to  make  fit  roemes  for  the  wormes  to  work  their 
bottoms  of  fil  k  in,&  in  what  fort  the  faid  bottoms  are  to  be  ufed * 

AS  foon  as  by  the  clear  amber-coloured  bodies  of  your  worms,  you 

fhali  perceive  them  ready  to  give  their  (ilk,  you  muft  (with  heath 
made  very  clean,  or  with  the  branches  of  Rofemary,  the  ftalkes  of  Laven¬ 
der,  or  fuch  like)  make  Archesbctween  the  forefaid  (helves. 

Upon  the  branches  and  fprigs  whereof,  the  wormes  will  faften  them- 
felves,  and  make  their  bottbmes,which  in  fourteen  dayes  after  the  worm 
beginneth  to  work  them,  you  may  take  away ;  and  thofe  which  you  are 
minded  to  ufe  for  the  beft  filk,  you  muft  either  prefently  winde,  or  km 


Jieworms  which  are  within  them, by  laying  the  faid  bottoms  two  or  three 
dayes  in  the  Sunne,  or  in  fome  Oven  after  the  bread  baked  therein  is  ta¬ 
ken  out,  and  the  flerceneffe  of  the  heat  is  alaid.  The  other  bott6mes 
which  you  intend  to  keep  for  feed,  you  muft  lay  in  fome  convenient 
warme  pi^ce  ,  u n t ill  the  wormes  come  forth  ,  which  is  commonly  fome 
fixteene  or  twenty  dayes  from  the  beginning  of  their  work  :  and  as  they 
do  come  forth  you  muft  put  them  together  upon  fome  piece  of  old  Say, 
Giogeran,thebackfide  of  old  Velvet,  or  the  like, made  faft  againft  fome 
Walfor  hangings  in  your  houfe. 

,  There  they  will  ingender,  and  the  Male  having  fpent  himfelre,  falleth 
downe,and  inftiort  time  after  dieth  ,  as  alfo  doth  the  Female  when  (he 
hath  laid  her  egges,  Which  egges,whcn  you  perceive  them  upon  the  Say 
or  Grogeran,  &c,  to  be  of  a  grayifh  colour,  you  may  take  them  off  gen- 
tlye  with  a  knife,  and  having  put  them  in  a  piece  of  Say  or  fuch  like  ,  keep 
them  in  a  covered  box  amongft  your  woollen  cloaths,  or  the  like  till  the 
year  following:  But  not  in  any  moift room,  for  it  is  hurtfull  for  them, 
neither  where  there  is  too  much  heat,  left  the  worms  fhould  be  hatched 
before  you  can  have  any  food  for  them. 

The  making  of  a  Wheel,  as  likevvife  the  way  to  vvinde  the  faid  filk 
from  the  bottomes,  can  hardly  be  fet  down  fo  plainly,  as  to  be  rightly 
underftood  :  Wherefore  when  time  (hall  ferve,  there  fhall  be  fent  into 
every  County  of  this  Kingdome,  a  Wheel  ready  made,  and  a  rnan  that 
(hall  inftruft  all  fuch  as  are  defirous  to  learn  the  ufe  thereof :  Till  when, 
I  will  commend  thefe  brief  inftruftions  to  be  carefully  confidere'd  of  all 
fuch  as  are  willing  either  to  benefit  themfelves  or  their  Countrey,  that 
being  skilfull  in  the  Contemplation,  they  may  the  readier,  and  with  lefte 
errour  apply  themfelves  to  Aftion,  which  painfull  induftry,  with  Gods 
affi  fiance,  will  quickly  perfeft. 


j 

t 

*  > 

*  > 


/.  ■  t 


/ 


Thus  learned  Bartas  upon  this  noble 
and  admirable  Creature . 


YEt  may  I  not  this  Wondrous  Worm  paflfc  by, 

Of  F Ij  tam'd  Worm ,  an  d  of  a  Worm  a  Fly, 

Two  Births,  two  Deaths,  here  Nature  hath  affign’d  her 
Heaving  a  Pofthume,  dead-live  Secdbehinde  her-, 

Which  foon  transforms  the  frclh  and  tender  leaves 
Of  Tbisbes pale  tree,  to  thofe  tender  Heaves 
(On  Ovall  Clues)  of  foft  fmooth  filken  Flax, 

Which  more  for  us  then  for  her  (elf  Ihc  makes. 

©  precious  fleece  '  which  only  did  adornc 

The  facred  loins  of  Princes  hcrctofornc : 

But  our  proud  age.  Wits  prodigall  abufc 
Hath  fo  profan’d  the  old  honorable  ufe:. 

That  Shifters  now, that  fcarcc  have  bread  to  eat 
Difdain  plain  Silk,  unlcfs  it  be  befet 
With  one  of  thofe  brave  Metals,  whole  de/Irc 
Burns  greedy  fouls  with  an  impartiall  fire,. 

:  ••  -  ’  .  ■  *  J.  ■  :  '  :■ 

Had  Du  Bartas  fully  known  all  the  venues  and  rarities  in  this  them - 
parable  Creature ,  even  a  miracle  in  Nature ,  he  would  have  inlarscd  his 
Poeme  »  a  more  ample  manner  in  the  praife  of  it,  To  the  great  hmar  of 
we  CrentQHr :  Cut  Gloria. 


F rom aVirgma-VhntcT in  England 
to  the  V  irgin-Lady  Virginia. 


L 


i. 

Ft  me  ( of  whofe  fo  many  of  our  Clime 
j^Who  (laid  (brave  Lady)  in  much  honour  hound 

For  your  dear  pains  conferr  d upon  the  time. 

Who  hall  for  HS  Fame, pleafure,  profit  found,) 
Render  thee  thanks,  that  cannot  [peak  thy  praije5 
Wijhingall  eondigne  honour  to  thy  dayes . 

Amonght  thefe  Lands,  which  fing  the  memory 
0 f  t  heir  deare  children  ( who  with  pious  care 
Have  them  ennobled  by  th’ utility 
Of  Arts  that  long  unto  them  hidden  were) 
Virginia  boafls  thy  name  in  happy  houre , 

Who  to  her  Garland  add' fife  rich  a  flower, 

ill* 

El  ft  Hi  Worms ,  which  ever  heretofore , 

Thi  u  fe  to  keep  with  us  hath  been  unknown 
To  draw  that  treat  abundant  fleece  of  fore. 

From  them  by  thy  rare  new  difeoveryjhown, 


Ano- 


v 


Another  thus 


1 


N 

tXtr  t.lorY,rm  ~?*l'**.had 

H4  metde  us  free-menof  thyM  found  trade, 

£  V;*uh,b<  ?<«•*<>  ***  i**- 

China  hence- forward  keepthyftihM  hont  * 

iet  Pcrfia  dtfperfe  hers  where  jhe "f> ' 

Our  Merchants  Dial  tut  need fit  ,  ’ 

Smcethouhatj  Jhewn  a  fieri  andchtaper  my. 

all  fleece  to  gain  on  trees  yott  have  us  taught , 
Thereto  endure  til!  Doontfday  cat  her  Cue, 

And  when  your  honet  '^"TfufreCeneJ 

ret  fiaUthe  mrm‘  ’T  f  JiSe  iour  Litte, 

t<  highly  honour  dby  this  great  Defigne. 


V 


By  her  Brother. 


rious  hand 


AS  thou  (fweet  fifter)  with  indufir'm 
Re  ache  s{  this  rich  invaluable  Clue  • 

Sconce  Columbus  offer’d  to  England 

That  from  which  Spain  her  new  high  courage  drew 

A  ,,  ,  II. 

dnd  had  not  Jhe  provok’d  by  his  Defgne 

Travel  d  to  fend  what  hidden  was  before 

Tie  re  had  her  Argo’s  from  the  Indian  Mines 

Pour’ a  their  full  punches  on  th’  Iberian  fhore 

_  III. 

From  f  mall  beginnings  how  brave  noble  t  hings 
Have  gathered  vigour, and  themf elves  haver  ear  d , 

To  be  the  fir  ength  and  maintenance  of  Kings 
That  at  the  firfl  but  frivolous  appear’d  ?  3 

„  ,  -  I V. 

So  may  thy  Silkworms  happily  increafe 
From  Sea  to  Sea  to  propagate  their  feed 

l*?;**  fif11  m*rift>d  by  a  glorious  peace ,, 

Whofe  leaf  alone  the  labouring  Worm  doth  feed . 

v#  J 

And  may  thy  Fame  perpetually  advance ,, 

Rich  when  by  thy  device  Virginia’s  made ; 

Naples,  Granado,  Portugal,  and  France 
All  to  fit  idle,  wondring  at  our  Trade . 

'  VI. 

And  let  fair  vertue  to  her  felf  be  true. 

Although  theft r  times  be  gratefull  but  to  few, 

Eloreac  Virginia, 

John  Ferrar 


AMd  who  fo  much  a  Rcbell  to  your  Sex, 

And’s  Reafon  Lady-,  nay,  what  Apoplex  ^ 

Or  Phrenfie  addle,  any  head  lo can, 

And  defeat  fenfe,  that  it  will  dare  again, 

To  think  what  fome  have  once  dream’ r,who  did  confine 
Honourto  th’ Beard,  and  breeches  and  infhrine 
All  worth  i’th’doublct,  cutting  off  what  claim 
Your  Sex  can  lay  to  Venue  or  to  Fam  5 
Since  you  havetane  up  the  Gantlet,  and  dene 
Fond  men  whochallenge  the  Monopoly 
Of  Wit  and  Judgment,  meaning  to  entale 
Their  Brains  as  well  as  LandtotheirHeir-males  5 
When  your  perfe&ion  firft  we  view’d  and  faw. 

That  Madam  Nature  knowes  no  Salique  Law, 

Your  brave  Genius  lofeth  not  it  feife 
In  petty  Koufewifeing,  the  hanging  flielfe 
Is  notthehigh’ff  of  your  aimes,  nor  Cheeie 
Tofeaftthe  fweating  Hindes, Ducks,  Hens, and  Geele, 
The  weighty  ground  affairs  of  female  ftate, 

Th’  upihotofthelower  houfe  debate- 

No  .•  Health  and  Wealth  of  Kingdomes  is  your  Care, 

Manly  Virago ^  fiich  a  matchlefs  grace 

Your  early  wifdome  did  long  fince  dilplay 

To  England in&totwccx.  Virginia, 

Your  Darling:  when  you  prov’d  that  Sajjajras, 

And  green  Tobacco  Natures  all-heal  was. 


And  may  fupply  ths  want  of  the  unwary 
Phyfician  and  Apothecary  ; 

And  then  far  Wealth  you  have  taught  fo  manv  waves 

Of  growing  rich,  how  Induftry  may  raile  ^  ^ 

Such  heaps  of  gold,  as  may  with  their  full  (lore 
Make  avarice  dread  a  furfec  of  th’rich  care: 

Among  ft  thefe  thy  Silkworm  leads  the  Van  and  brings 
lc  s  home  fpun  felfe,  toth’  Court  of  mighty  Kind's, 
Colchis  ne’re  faw  a  richer  Fleece  then  thefe  ° 
Afford  their  Keepers ;  though  with  greateft  eafe  ; 

Since  now  fvveet  Cozen  your  Experience 

Hath  made  them  their  own  Keepers,  lav’d  the  Expence 

Of  houling  poor  Spinfters,  and  Ihew'd  how 

Thcy’l  feed  and  propagate  on  every  Bough  5 

And  how  by  ranging  all  ore  th’  Mulberry-tree. 

Their  (length  and  beauty  may  inercafed  be.  * 

Your  well-fpent  labour.  Cozen, have  thepraife 
Andthankcsof  thofe,whom  your  defrm  (hall  raile 
W hole  gratitude  will  rear  unto  your  Name  ’ 

A  Trophy  lhall  out-live  the  blalt  ol  Fame/ 

Y our  new  American  Difcoverics 
Calls  Drake,  your  Rivall:  nor  will  this  fuffice. 

Your  care  (ball  make  your  Nephews  think  it  true. 
Virginia  gave  not,  but  took  name  from  you. 


,x 


’5 


John  Mapletofte* 


Ttie  gipricu*  Silkwormes  ( of  all  Worms  the  heft )  f 

Of  greatejl  ufe,  and  the  mofi  faithfuUcfi ,  1 

Of  Princes  worne  •,  By  me  extols  thy  worth. 

For  Blazoning  of  her ,  and ' fitting  forth 
tier  wonders,  both  in  Nature,  and  her  Works 
Ador’d  by  tti  Perfian,  and  their  neighbouring  Turks : 
yafi  wealth  they  bring  to  thofe  with  little  care , 

7c t  may  with  both  the  Indies  well  compare « 

Our  lazy  Clime ,  and  thofe  that  fail  from  hence 
To  bleffe  VIRGINIA*,  (  and  who  might  long  fines 
tiavefpar’d  their  pains,  in  planting  of  bafe  fmoke , 

Fit  on ely  to  defiroy  mans  health ,  and  choke 
The  Takers  r)  a»dinfieadof  being  f am’ d. 

Shall  be  efieem’d  but  bafe ,  and  highly  blam’d. 

If  longer  they  forbear,  and  do  negltft 
T o  aft,  what  thou  ( fweet  Cozen )  dofi  dtteft  : 

A  Virgin  thou,  V  1 R  G 1 N  I  A  is  thy  Name, 

Which  JhaB  unto-  V  1 R  G I N  I  A  adde  more  Fame 
For  thou  exalt' ft  her  honour  by  thy  Hand, 

Jndmak’fi  the  Silkworm  famous  in  that  Land , 

-1^.  '  .A  o 

*  :  •  v  A 

v  .  .  >  »  r  *  /  '  ,  .  i' 

Richard  Ferrary 
ex  JEde  T rinitatis :  Junior. 


\ 

'  \ 
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A  Comparifon  betweenthe  gain  and  labour 

of  TOBACCO  and  SILK.  ] 

'T'  Obacco  requires*  moneths  time,  much  care  andla- 

J.  hour  both  without  and  within  dorcs,  and  a  mans 
Crop  1S  commonly  15  hundred  weight  if  Tobacco 
and  this  at  two  pence  a  pound  is  14  pound  gain. 

Silk  requires  fix  weeks  time,  if  done  in  a  houfe,  and 
by  the  labour  of  a  man  and  boy,  in  gathering  leaves 
and  tending  the  wormes  that  come  of  fix  ounces  feed* 
there  is  by  fomany  wormes  fpun  as  much  Silk  as  will 
weigh  fixty  pound  weight,  and  this  but  at  20  (hit.  a 
pound,  yields  in  ready  money. 

Tobacco  leaves  a  man  buc  3  moneths  in  the  year  for 
other  bufinefle.  ..  *  ~ 

Silk  leaves  a  man  ten  moneths  time  in  the  year  of  anv 
other  imployments.  ^  ^ 

1,4  pounds  amangaines  by  his  Crop  of  Tobacco. 

<5o  pounds  a  man  and  boy  gains  by  his  Crop  of  Silk. 
Then  let  all  men  judge  which  is  the  more  gainful! . 
But  what  wiilbe  the  gain  and  profit  by  the  wormes 
feeding  and  fpinning  on  the  Trees  is  more  confiderable  - 
andalfo  the  naturall  Virginia- wormes  bottome  exceed- 
i  igoursjn  Europe  20  times  in  bignefie ,  and  inweight: 
what  a  Treafui  c  then  will  this  be,  and  no  labour,  coft 
hazard,  expence  of  time  at  all,  a  Boy  onely  to  keep  a- 

way  the  Birds  from  eating  the  Silkworms  onthc  Trees 
dec,  y 


V 


C  0 


a 


y 


A 

Rare  and  new  difcovered  fpeedy 
way,  and  eafie  meanes  of  keeping  of 
Silk-wormes,  being  thus  made 
knowne  to  the  Colony  in 

VIRGINIA. 

\  „ 

Harken  wel.you  beloved  Planters, 
to  what  in  thele  few  lines  1  fhall 
declare  unto  you  ;  and  is  thus 
fent  you  in  Print,  that  ail  of  you 
may  communicate  the  great  and 
fuperlative  good  and  benefit  it 
will  be  unto  every  one  of  you : 
Whofo  is  wife,  trill  ponder  the/ie 
things ,  and  give  the  praife  and 
glory  to  God,the  Author  of  all 
good  Inventions;  how  Providence  having  brought  this 
to  paffe  for  all  your  exceeding  great  happinefle  and  in- 
creafe  of  ftorc  of  wealth,  with  fomuch  eafe,  fo  little  la- 

B  ^  hour. 


(2) 


bour,  no  coft  unto  you^and  in  fo  fliort  a  time  as  fourty  daies 
this  wealth  flowes  in  upon  you. 

You  now  I  conceive  defire  to  know  it,  and  I  am  as  wil¬ 
ling  to  impart  it  unto  you  :  thus  then  in  brief,  in  a  plain 
manner,  that  all  may  underftand  it. 

The  fame  Lady,  who  laft  year  fent  you  her  Books  of 
leeway  tofpcc-  Health  and  Wealth,  (who  hath  the  happmeffe  to  beare  the 
omc hundreds  of  honourable  name  of  your  incomparable  Countrey)  conti- 
011  nuing  her  fincere  affeftions  to  the  advancing  of  vour  wel- 

nore  south  by  fares  in  all  kindes ;  and  amongft  the  reft  in  this  rich  work 

•c^tthedifco-  °f  Silk,  knowing  Virginia  to  be  in  all  rcfpefts  mod  proper 
/ctyof  the  wc.  for  it,  (as  by  a  late  Book  fent  you,  published  by  Mr.  Willi- 

bmdefof  Vn4-C  J  not  oncty  *n  reSar£l  °f  the  Climate  being  the  fame 
nia,  and  both  two  with  China, from  whence  the  infinite  quantity  of  fi!k  comes, 
verye^fiiyatehte.  but  abounding  (as  it  doth)  with  Mulberry-trees  naturally 
The*  Ladv  hath  of  growing  there, and  exceeding  it  by  the  Silkworm-bottome* 

found  in  her  Woods.  She  hath  I  fay  this  Spring  found 
out  (by  the  fpeciall  bleffing  of  God  upon  her  intentions) 
fo  rare,  fo  fpecdy,and  fo  cofileffe  a  way  and  means  for  the 
feeding  of  Silkwormes ;  by  the  triall  and  experiment  (he 
fo  luckily  made,  to  the  admiration  of  all  that  have  feen  or 
heard  of  it,  as  a  thing  fcarce  credible  becaufe  not  here¬ 
tofore  thought  of,  nay,  as  it  were,  held  impoffible  by  fuch 
Authours  as  have  written  of  the  ordering  and  feeding  of 
Silkworms ;  that  this  her  invention  being  thus  made  known 
unto  you  her  beloved  friends  in  Virginia,  (he  is  mod  confi¬ 
dent,  and  afTures  herfclf  you  will  all  there  inftantly  with¬ 
out  further  delay  ( which  will  be  the  joy  of  her  heart)  be¬ 
come  great  and  rich  Matters  of  this  noble  Silk"  work e  to 
all  your  unfpeakable  wealth. 

Do  but  as  (he  hath  done ;  follow  but  with  good  cou¬ 
rage  your  cheerfull  Leader,  anddoubtlcffeyou  ihali  finde 
(what  fhc  defires  you  may,)  namely,  Great  profit  and  plea- 
fare  in  an  honeft  imployment.  This  Silken-Mine  will  be 
to  you  of  more  benefit  then  a  Mine  of  filver. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  laft  1652,  when  her  young 

Mul~ 


thefc  Silk-br  t- 
toms  in  her  Cabi¬ 
net  as  Jewels  to 
convince  thein- 
credulous,  they 
»re  ten  times  big¬ 
ger  then  ar.v  in 
P.uropeto  admi¬ 
ration, and  of  in- 
finiceitacourage- 
mentto  the  work. 


/ ' 


(3) 


Mulbery-tree  in  her  Garden  began  to  put  out  its  buds, then 
her  Silkworm-eggs  began  to  hatch,  as  the  nature  of  this 
wife  creature  is,  when  her  food  begins  once  to  appear*,  (he 
comes  forth  of  her  (hell  :  (he  prefently  laying  a  Mulberry- 
ieafe  upon  thefe  little  crawling  creatures,  they  came  ail  up¬ 
on  it  mftantly  ;  then  (he  carried  the  leafe  and  them  upon  it 
to  the  tree,  upon  whole  leaves  they  made  hade  to  be  ;  and 
there  they  day  and  night  fed  chemfelves,  creeping  from 
icafe  to  leafe,  and  branch  to  branch  at  their  own  liberties 
moft  pleafmg  to  themfelves,  they  grew  and  thrived  won¬ 
derfully,  and  furpaff^d  in  largeneffe  of  body  thofe  other 
worcnesfli?  .kept  in  her  chamber  ((he  having  been  many  a 
year  a  Millrisof  Silkworms,  and  kept  them  by  the  Book- 
rules)  this  good  and  profperous  beginning  heightened  her 
hopes  The  wormes,  as  their  nature  is,  cad  off  or  flipped 
Out  of  their  skins  four  feverall  times,  ftili  growing  greater 
and  greater  to  the  lingular  delight  and  content  of  their 
Miitris.  About  4?  dayes  thus  feeding  upon  the  leaves,  they 
began  that  rare  and  glorious  work  of  fpinning  their  Silk- 
bottomes  upon  the  leaves  and  branches  of  the  tree  ;  fuch 
a  gallant  light  to  behold,  it  ravilhed  the  Spedators,  and 
their  Miffris  joy  was  crowned  with  exceffe  of  happineffe 
herein  and  hereby,  apparently  finding  the  incomparable 
felicity  this  would  prove  to  her  dearly  beloved  Virginia, 
(for  foyou  mud  give  her  leave  to  call  it,) for  (he  concluded, 
andfo  mud  all  you, that  this  being  thus  effeded  in  E*gUnA, 
how  much  more  with  affared  confidence  will  chewormes 
live, feed,  and  fpm in  Virgin*?  (he  upon  ferious  znd  due 
conlideration  of  this  thing,  gave  God  hearty  and  humble 
thanks.  / 

And  what  can  any  of  you  now  wifh  for  more  incou- 
ragement?  the  full  proof  is  made,  the  work  (or  rather  let 
me  call  it)  the  pleafurc  is  effeded  with  fo  much  eafe,  Co 
little  cod,  hazard  or  pains,  as  all  may  admi  re  it. 

'  fis  not  the  hundreth  part  of  your  care,  labour,  or  toy! 
you  cake  about  your  Tobacco,  and  an  hundred  times  (as  I 

B  2  (  may 


Oomraiy  to  5* 
Rule. , 

Thefe  eggs  we 
purpofely  tx; 
fed  to  re,  cc 
wi  nde,  andfr< 
being  laid  and 
fpawned  on  a  v 
in  a  chamber,  a 
there  remained 
alt  Winter  ion; 
to  try  thevertt 
of  thctggs,&« 
And  twice  bef< 
they  come  out 
their  bottoms, 
times  in  all.  T 
feventh  they  ap 
pear  when  com 
out  a  gallant  fill 
en  whjtc-wingc 
Fly. 


No  weather  it 
Teems  hurts  thci 
there}  fiom  heat 
and  rains  chev 

j 

Iheher  thcmfelv 
under  ihe  great 
leaves  as  wi:h  a 
ihidd.  butif ei¬ 
ther  do  harm 
them,  how  eafic 
is  a  canva.c  core 
ring  reared  over 
the  trees  to  lave 
them  from  tithe 
of  both. 


may  fay)  all  things  pu  t  together  more  gain  and  profit  to 
you  then  you  make  by  Tobacco,  which  in  truth  is  but 
fmoak  and  vapour,  but  this  a  realbroyall-folid-rich-ftaole 
commodity.  •  Y 

And  yet  if.  you  will  hare  ftill  fmoak,  fo  this  neither  will 
nor  can  hinder  your  labour  in  that,  or  take  from  you  any. 
other  employment  you  have  a  mindc  unto. 

Confider,  confider  I  pray  you  (beloved  friends)  your 
incomparable  happinefle  in  this  thing,  and  blefle  God  for 
jt.  Surely  I  flionld  much  wrong  your  judgements  and  pa¬ 
tience,  if  I  fhould  fpend  any  more  arguments -to  perfwade 
you  to  this  fo  great  benefic  to  you,  and  fhould  be  like  to 
him  that  to  manifeft  the  clear  Sun-fhine  at  noon-day , 
brought  in  a  candle. 

In  a  word,  there’s  nothing  is  or  can  be  wanting  but  your 

true  thankfulncflc  to  God  for  compleating  this  happy  in¬ 
vention, and  your  prefent  fpeedy  putting  it  in  praftice. 

Yet  give  me  leave, before  I  bid  you  adiew,  toadd  the  in¬ 
comparable  joy  this  Lady  hath ,  who  is  confidently  perfwa- 
ded  (her  daily  prayers  are  to  God  for  it)  that  this  new  in¬ 
vented  way  of  thus  keeping  Silkwormes  on  the  Trees  j .  it 
requiring  neither  skill  norpains,  (this  laft  being  the  onely 
Rtmtrd,  in  the  Savages  nature*  which  witholds  them  from 
Attempting  any  thing  of  labour)  chat  when  the  Indians 
fhall  behold  and  fee  you  begin  the  bufi  nefle,  they  will  with 
all  alacrity  fet  upon  it  likewife,  and  imitate  you.  And  that 
you  to  incourage  them  (as  well  you  may)  do  agree  with 
them,  that  for  every  pound-weight  of  Silk-bottomes  they 
bring  unto  you,  you  give  them  (as  well  it  deferves)  5  foil. 
worth  in  any  Commodities  they  defire. 

And  thus  by  the  bleffing  of  Almighty  God, there  may  be 
good  hope  of  their  civilizing  and  converfion,  fo  that  they 
may  be  likewife  great  gainers  both  in  body  and  foul  by  this 
thing.  And  if  this  prove  fo,  (Gods  mercies  and  workes 
being  far  beyond  our  capacities)  how  much  then  indeed 
will  Virginias  happinefle  be  every  way  raifed  to  the  height 


(5) 


ofBlifle.  The  promife  being  made.  That  they  that  heMfe 
fiallflnne  as  thehnghtnefe  of  tht  Firmament,  and  they  that 

which  Sr  suthefiars  for  ever  and  ever ; 

which  the  God  of  wifdomcand  power  grant  to  you  all  in 

Virginia :  and  fo,  Lord,  profper  this  work  in  their  hands. 

Lord,  profper  their  handy  •  w ork;  good  Juck  I  wifli  you  all 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  Jimen,  Amen,  *Amen. 

Memsrandnm,  that  you  take  notice,  that  the  Birds  will 
eat  np  the  Si  kworms  on  the  trees,  fo  that  care  mud  be  had 
(and  i  tseafily  prevented  by  fevcrali  wayes  and  means,  as 
you  will  devifc)  to  fcare  away  the  birds;  if  ail  fail ,  a  bov 

may  be  fet  that  may  affright  them  ai  away  with  fome  noife 
or  by  nets  encompaffing  the  trees ;  and  the  birds  will  alfo 
carry  the  Silk-bottomcs  off  the  trees,  if  they  be  let  there 
remain;  but  that’s  foon  prevented,  by  taking  them  fpeedilv 
uway i  And  this  of  the  birds  is  the  chief  reafon  that  Vir- 
abounds  not  with  plenty  of  the  naturall  wilde  Silk¬ 
worms,  they  devouring  mod  of  them  :  and  it’s  a  wonder 
now  any  at  all  efcape  them,  but  that  God  preferves  fome  * 
few  of  the  race,  that  his  power  and  wifdome  may  be  feen, , 
and  the  aptnefle  of  the  Countrey  to  invite  you  to  the  * 

For  their  Botte 

rhi,tfinJbeg0^foryOUtrncoaraSe  the  Savages,  when 

tney  nnac  any  bottoms  in  the  woods.to  bring  them  to  vou,  wha£  mighty  gr« 

that  you  may  get  of  the  race,  and  feed  to  inercafe  it.  Some  biTl  flt 

l  «j  1  Sl,kworm  is  produced  by  the  corruption  of  i0.uras^e«tis 
the  old  Mulberry-tree,  and  leaves  by  the  funne  and  moi- 
iturc.  nut  tnat  noneof  you  may  want  a  fiork  to  begin  IPl,ch  more nik 
your  Silk-work ,  the  Lady  aforefaid  hath  lent  you  do,-.-  ?!!."£“ ^ 
of  Silkworm-eggs  to  be  didribured  amongd  you  :  and  if 
you  begin  but  with  an  i  oo  eggs  this  year,  they  will  next  *"a  |«a  o' 
year  be  above  1000;  for  one  female  Silkfly  will  lay  U4  ?*tural'>"ant 

<e°  at  a  time,  all  things  more  and  more  concurring  to  your  wiuch'i,  chic's/ 
incouragement.  rhat  you  mu{Kta- 

Now  the  two  Propofitiom  that  tend  to- infinite  welfare  r°«r  fcive^b, 

oenent,  and  wondcrfull  advantage  both  to  Eng/and  and  the  b&XPU* 

'  Colony .. 


Colony  joyncly, arc  thofc  that  follow,  that  which  upon  no 
ur  ns  arc  co  be  omitted  to  be  publifhcd  and  effeded. 

i  irft,  chac  wich  all  fpeed  fome  kinde  of  Coyne  be  fent 
to  Virginia,  that  may  be  authorized  to  paffe  there  for  their 
Commerce  and  better  trading  But  whether  all  fllvcr  fome- 
what  valued  above  its  worth, or  part  filver  &  part  copperas 
left  to  the  wife  judgments  in  that  cafc-Buc  of  this  confident¬ 
ly  be  a  (lured, that  without  fome  kinde  of  coyn  or  other, that 
Colony  can  no  way  profper  or  thrive,  nor  any  ftaple  com¬ 
modities  be  fet  up,  or  Artificers  in  any  kinde  follow  their 
profefliom :  for  Tobacco  being  now  their  money  ,  and 
that  with  which  all  Commerce  is  driven,  and  paiments 
made  in, and  paffeth  from  man  to  man  ;  all  men  are  lc^  up¬ 
on  that  thing  with  the  negleft  of  all  other  rich  and  folid 
innumerable  Commodities  that  are  in  that  land  to  be  had  : 
and  till  this  remedy  of  Coyne  be  applied  ,  there  can  be  no 
profperity  in  that  Colony.  Were  not  the  thing  as  apparent 
to  all  mens  underloadings  as  light  is  from  darknefle  ;  I 
fhould  a  Hedge  many  rcafons  for  it,  but  it  s  fo  necdleffc  to 
jpend  time  about  it,  as  it  might  well  be  thought  a  great  ab- 
furdity.  What  then  remaincs  ?  but  that  fome  publique 

fpirited  Patriot  that  would  immortalize  his  name  and  ho¬ 
nour  in  the  procuring  of  this  fo  nccefiary  a  thing  to  be. 
fpeedtly  effeded,  wherein  alfo  as  the  generall  good  he  (hall 
do,  fo  the  benefit  will  be  ever  great  to  thofe  that  lhall  un¬ 
dertake  the  carrying  over  this  Coyne  ;  be  it  what  it  wi^  be, 
all  men  know  it  fo  well  what  the  gain  will  be,  as  theres  no 
need  to  name  it  in  particular  manner,  they  cannot  wi(h  for 
n»  jre  protu  lVah  that  will  be  to  the  undertakers,  and  the 
Colony  will  with  all  thtu:  hearts  be  content  with  it ,  and 
eftcemc  them  happy  and  thrice  happy  Benefadours. 

t  he  fecond  thing  is,  that  a  Publication  be  procured  and 
fent  to  the  Colony  in  Virgini*,  declaring  unto  them,  that 
there  (hall  be  liberty  for  all  men  to  bring  from  thence  or 
thcfpaccof  ten  years  to  come,  any  commodity  t  at  t  ey 
(hall  there  raife,  into  EngUnJ,  Cuftome  andfcxcizc  tree. 


(Tobacco  onely  excepted, which  may  pay  double  Cuftome, 
if  fo  thought  fit;)  andfurther  that  to  what  value  of  mo¬ 
ney  fuch  commodities  (hall  be  fold  for  here  in  England, 
(being  ratedat  the  Cuftome-houfc  at  their  entry ;)  it  fhall 
be  lawfull  to  carry  out  to  Virginia  any  Commodities  again 
to  the  fame  proportion  and  worth ,  Cuftome  and  Excizc 
free. 

Thefe  two  reafonable  things  granted  j  as  they  fhall  in¬ 
finitely  with  all  fpeed  advance  the  Plantation,  fo  (hall  they 
(all  things  duly  weighed  in  the  fcale  of  prudence)  be  no 
leffe  beneficiall  to  England,  as  all  men  that  have  their  eye* 
in  their  head*,  and  Englilh  hearts  in  their  bodies,  fee  and 
apparancly  know,  nothing  more  fure  and  certain }  and  all 
ftaple  and  needful!  Commodities  brought  out  of  all-libe- 
rall -Virginia  into  Sngland  at  a  very  reafonable  rate  and 
price,  much  cheaper  then  now  we  have  them,  and  are  fain 
to  fetch  them  with  great  hazard  from  doubtfull  friends, 
or  Heathen  Nations  ,  to  their  great  enriching  and  our 
own  impoverifhing  ,  as  to  all  knowing  men  is  mod:  ap¬ 
parent  j  we  (hall  be  free  from  the  ufurpation  offorreign 
Princes  and  States  in  our  E (fates,  Lives,  Liberties  and  (hip¬ 
ping  :  and  we  may  conclude  boldly  and  rejoycingly,  that 
Providence  hath  provided  this  all-fufficient  Countrey  of 
Virginia  againfl  thefe  times,  and  to  thefe  intents, that  hence 
we  may  have  all  we  want  from  our  own  brethren,  our 
Navy  there  increaled  to  what  number  we  pleafe  ;  for  this 
incomparable  land  affords  naturally  all  whatehc  belongs 
to  the  building  and  rigging  of  a  Navy  in  all  compleat  man¬ 
ner  from  top  to  toe,  as  may  be  faid  ;  and  by  a  fafc,  a  fure 
certain^a fie, near  at  hand  wefterly  difcovery,(part  by  land’ 
and  part  by  Rivers  and  Seas)  contrad  all  the  riches  of  the 
South-fea,  the  Lftfeloeos,  Philipinet ,  China,  &e.  by  ~<cco 
leagues  Merer  to  us, without  moleftation  by  any  Prince  or 
Pirat,  and  fhall  not  need  atallto  be  troubled,  if  Rajhi* 
Poland,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Norway,  Germany ,  yea  France, 
Spain,  Italy .Corfiantinopli  were  removed  5 coo  times  more 

diftant 


Sir  Francis  Drake 
was  An.  1577  in  a 
Wefterly  Sea  one 
the  back  of  Virgi¬ 
nia,  in  37  degree* 
in  oppofitc  to  the 
head  of  James 
Town  in  Virginia 
and  he  failed 
from  that  Coun^ 
t  rev  which  he  cal- 
led  Nova  Albion, 
in  an  open  Sea  to 
the  Molocos  and 
China,  andfo 
that  a.'fo  this  way 
a  trade  m  ay  be 
made  to  thole 
places  to  the  back'' 
of  Virg?nia,8cc,. 


«  .  ■  f , 

d  ilUnt  from  a* :  for  in  one  word,  what  ever  thefe  Corns- 
treys  afford,  either  neceffary  or  fuperfluous,  all-fufficient 
within  its  limits  wil  1  produce  unto  us.  And  ft»ll 
there  not  1. fay  then  now  be  found  a  zealous  Patriot,  that 
will  ftandup  for  his  Countrey,  and  procure  thefe  things 
to  be  done  out  of  hand  ?  Now  God  forbid  ;  I  commit  the 
bufinciTe  to  God,  having  done  what  I  conceive  my  part  is„ 
who  onely  have  good  withes,  and  daily  prayers  to  attend 
this  enterprize,  which  God  profper.  Amt*. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

) 

At  a  friends  importunity,  (the  former  part  tent  to  the 
Preffe)  I  am  thus  enforced  to  .make  this  Addition, and  upon 
-the  great  hopes  that  upon  triad  it  will  be  found,  that  you 
may  have  two  Silk-harvefts  in  one  fix  moneths  time  j  of 
the  eggs  a  fecond  brood  may  be  hatched  in  funi3  and  fo  fed 
by  Mulberry-leaves,  though  then  it  may  be  it  muft  be  in 
an  houfe,  that  then  for  the  promoting  of  fuch  a  good  dc- 
figne  nothing  of  incouragement  may  be  wanting,  nor  any 
obftru&ions  in  the  bufineffe,  under  pretence  of  wanting 
needfull  houfing  for  to  feed  the  wormes  in- Thus  much  I 
will  allure  you, 

That  the  flighted  and  fimplcft  kinde  of  houfing  or  co¬ 
verture  (though  the  books  are  too  fuperftitious  and  cere¬ 
monious  in  the  rules  which  are  many  that  they  give  con¬ 
cerning  the  ordering  of  the  worm,  which  are  not  fo  neccf- 
faryas  they  pretend;)  I  allure  you,  you  will  abundantly 
content  and  facisfie  this,  though  noble,  yet  mod  humble 
creature,  even  with  any  habitation  to  do  ner  work  in.  And 
to  this  intent  I  now  declare  unto  you,  (that  all  excufe  may 
be  taken  from  you)  that  the  poor  fimple  people  in  Italy % 
Spain,  Langueitck.,  Prevent ,  &c.  do  keep  and  feed  their 
Silkworms  in  the  fame  low  earthen- floored  Rooms,  where¬ 
in  themfelves  lodge  and  doall  their  houlhold- affairs,  feed¬ 
ing  them  on  Ihelvcs.and  on  tables,  giving  them  leaves  with- 
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out  any  more  curiofity,  and  they  thrive  and  profper  with 
them  as  well  as  in  the  greateft  Cities  and  (lately  chambers 
of  the  greateft  rich  mens  Palaces. 

And  that  in  Sicihe  and  Calabria ,  the  common  Silk- 
Matters  there  do  at  cime  of  year  m  the  Spring,  fet  up  one- 
ly  flight  boarded  houfes  in  the  fields  round  about  the  Mul¬ 
berry  groves,  and  placing  (helves  in  the  mfide  of  them, 
two  foot  one  above  the  other  to  the  roof,  and  a  table  all 
along  the  midft  of  the  room,  they  ftrowing  their  leaves 
on  thefe  (helves  and  table,  there  feed  their  wormes,  and 
there  they  fpin  in  the  room  their  Matter  lies  for  the  fpace 
of  five  or  fix  weeks  time,  and  they  have  abundance  of  filk 
without  more  ado,  and  a  man  and  aboy  will  tend  all  the 
worms  that  come  of  fix  ounces  of  egg%  and  thofe  wormes 
will  fpin  60  pound-weight  of  (ilk,  and  that  but  at  20  JhtL 
the  pound, is  worth  6ctb,  in  ready  money,  a  fufficient  gain 
to  allure  a  man  to  the  work  I  tro;  but  the  gain  by  the 
natural!  worme  multiplying  will  farre  exceed  it.  And  I  may 
nor  forget  yet  more  that  the  Perfian  manner  is  to  pitch  up 
onely  tents  of  Canvxs^A  Booths  round  their  Mulberry- 
woods,  and  there-under  they  ttrow  the  Mulberry-tree- 
leaves  on  the  ground  :  there  their  wormes  feed  and  live  and 
fpin,  and  do  well  in  all  kmde5,the  Perfians  living  alfo  the 
time  of  five  weeks  in  the  tents.  Thus  all  thefe  examples 
do  manifeftly  prove  unto  you,  that  very  fimple  and  (light 
houfing  and  a  little  coverture  will  content  the  Silk-worms, 
and  they  will  thrive  well  in  them. And  thusyou  fee  that  ve¬ 
ry  poor  and  flight  houfes  in  Virginia  will  do  the  deed.  Nay 
reft  aflured  that  the  very  Ravages  houfes  built  but  with 
Poles  Arbor-wife,  and  covered  top  and  (ides  with  mats,  will 
be  abundantly  latisfaftory  to  the  wormes,  and  they  will 
thrive  in  them  as  you  (hall  finde  upon  trial!,  And  let  me  tell 
you,  being defirous  that  you  may  do  all  things  with  the 
leaft  coft  and  labour  to  you,  and  to  invite  alfo  the  Savages 
to  the  work  for  their  own  gain  ;do  but  take  your  Reeds 
and  fmall  Canes  in  Virginia,  and  run  but  a  ftrong  needle 

C  and* 


The  great  gained: 
theSilkworks  in  2, 
houfe,  hew  much 
more  in  the  tress, 
will  it  be  to  you. 
The  (imp left 
and  flighted 
houfc  s  or  co  • 
vfrtures  will  be 
fufficient  for  the 
Wormes  to  feed 
in.,  and  live  and 
fpin,  let  no  man 
doubt!  t,  dec. 


and  threed  thorow  the  Reeds  which  will  hold  them  toge¬ 
ther,  and  fo  you  may  prefently  make  (helves  and  tables 
with  them  as  narrow  and  as  broad  as  you  pleafe  ;  and  in 
truth  you  fhall  finde  this  kinde  of  fhelf  and  tabling  to  feed 
concerning  tftc  your  worms  on  much  better  in  many  refpefts  then  boards: 

siikf*i»°Lady ur  ^uC  You  maY  ma^e  tr[^  °f  the  Perfian  way  alfo  by  ftrow- 
iiathfentyou  one  ing  your  leaves  on  the  ground  in  thefe  houfes,  and  fo  feed 

thsttbjrlc1  all  of1"0  them,  and  fo  your  fecond  brood  of  Silkworms  may  alfo  be 
you  may  make  thus  kept  and  nouriftied  in  this  kinde'  of  houfing  and  co- 

xvork/Vv°ou0{haU  vcrCurc  >  Experience  is-the  Miftris  of  fools,  faith  the  Pro- 
wane  nothing  to  verb  :  and  it  is  not  an  unwife  mans  part  often  to  make  tiai- 
%cca  the  work.  ajs^  t0  fome  men  £^ey  may  feem  jmpollibilities,  yet 

rare  and  ftrange  things  have  upon  triall  often  been  found 
out;  and  if  you  would  but  (hew  the  Savages  famples  of  all 
kinde  of  thing^you  fhould  foon  by  them  know  more  in  a 
moneth  what  is  in  that  Countrey  to  be  had  then  you  have 
donethefe  40  years;, and  for  reward  they  would  bring  in  of 
all  kindes  unto  you,  what  they  have  and  you  defirc  to 
know,foa  fudden  difeovery  may  be  made  of  alt  things  irr 
that  land  to  your  infinite  gain. 

To  conclude  with  this  MerfientOi  that  there  arc  nine 
things  that  appear,  are  of  no  or  fmall  difficulty  to  you  and 
the  Savages  to  enterprise,  and  get  gain  and  wealth  to  be, 
produced  from  thefe  Commodities;  I  will  but  name  them 
and  leave  them  to  your  better  judgements  and  thoughts. 

1  This  Silke,  fo  eafie,  fpeedy,  and  profitable  a  thing# 

2  The  Silk-grafle  naturally  there  growing,  which  to 
the  Indians  the  onely  labour  is  of  putting  it  up,  and  bring¬ 
ing  it  to  you  at  fucha  price ;  a  rich  Commodity  if  known. 

3  The  planting  Vines,  fmall  labour,  little  coft,  long  en¬ 
during.*.  .  C 

4  The  multiplying  of  Cunny-vvarrens,  fo  eafie  a  thing, 
the  wool  of  a  skin  now  worth  8  pence,  which  is  more 
then  the  body,  yet  the  flefli  is  confi'derable  meat;  the 
wooll  is  and  will  be  very  vendible  for  this  new  Invention, 
mt  onely  of  thefe  fine  light  hats  now  fold  at  15  and' 


’\s- 


V. '  ••{■  . 


V  *-*•/ 


.  ‘fc  *■  i»-  n  - 

le  piil.  Bat  the  fpinning  of  the  wool,  and  making  flocking! 
of  it  as  fine  as  thofe  of  Hike. 

y  The  incrcafing  of  abundance  of  Bees  for  wax  and 
honey,  their&od  fo  plentiful!  in  Virginia ,  as  in  no  Land 
more,  and  ifvvith  an  hatchet  you  do  but  flalh  your  Pine- 
trees,  Firre-trees, Locus,  and  other  trees,  there  will  ftore 
of  liquor  come  out  of  them,  on  which  the  Bee  will  gather 
infinite  ftore  of  honey  and  wax,  as  in  Rnj[ut  and  tther 
Countreys  they  do.  v  " 

6  The  planting  of  Sugar-canes,  that  being  no  more  la¬ 
borious  thenthe  Indian  wheat,  letting  it,  and  once  fet  in 
good  Land  they  grow  eight  or  ten  years,  and  the  Indians 
pains  willonely  be  to  cut  them  yearly  down,  and  fellthem 
to  you. 

7  That  of  the  Cotton-tree  is  the  like  for  many  years, 
gathering  of  the  cods  of  wooll  from  them,  as  we  do  Rofes 
from  the  Rofe-bufhes. 

8  That  of  Ginger  foon  done,  the  planting  and  the  ga¬ 
thering  of  it. 

9  That  of  grafting  your  Crab-trees  with  Apples  and 
Pears  for  Sider  and  Perry,  you  knowing  that  a  man  in  one 
day  wil  graft  an  ioo  flocks,  and  they  will  grow  night  and 
day,  while  you  eat,  fleep,  and  play,  and  laft  ioo  years  to 
your  great  gain  and  profit. 

I  may  not  further  inlarge  my  felfforthe  prefent,  thefe 
are  but  taftes  and  hints  for  your  better  wits  to  worke  on  > 
fo  with  a  thoufand  good  wifhes,  I  bid  you  adiew. 


Ikrux  VIRGINIA. 
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.  I  be  fifhion  of  the  Bottoms. 


<f>  The  Silke  Bottome  of  the 

naturall  Worm  in  found 

there  in  the  Woods,  is  ten  inches  about, 
and  fix  Inches  in  lengthen  admiration  :  &  where¬ 
as  ours  in  Europe  have  their  Sleave  and  loofe  Silke  on 
the  outfide  ;  and  then  in  a  more  clofer  covering  they  in 
tombe  themielves.  Thefe  rare  Worms,  before  they 
inclofe  themfeives  up,  fill  with  Silke  the  great 
emptineffe,  and  afterwards  inclofe  thern- 
'  fclves  in  the  middle  of  it,  fo  they 

have  a  double  Bottom. 


The  loofe  Sleave  Silk  is  all  on  the  outfide  of  this  com¬ 
pare,  for  if  that  were  reckoned  in,  thecompaffe  of  the 
Bottom  would  far  exceed  this  proportion :  But  this  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  be  the  Wonder  of  the  whole  W  orld ;  to  the  Glory 
of  the  Creatour ,  and  Exaltation  of  V  l  RG  t N I  A. 


FINIS. 
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